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seemed far more impressive than merely Number One.
So we called our first enclosed monoplane Number
' 500.' The enclosed biplane which was the machine
we entered for the Military Trials was Number

'501.'

The various activities in which we came to be
engaged made our firm look as if it were really getting
into business, with the result that my brother and
myself decided we should convert it into a limited
liability company. Our first step after doing so was
to move our workshops from Brownsfield Mills to more
commodious premises in Clifton Street, Miles Platting,
Manchester.

Up to this time my brother had been looking after
both the brace-making business of Everard and
Company, and also A. V. Roe and Company. But
it was now decided to separate completely the two
businesses, for he did not wish Everard's to fail should
the other business not succeed. With this end in view
he took in his manager John Lord as a partner, and
so from January, 1913, H. V. left John Lord more or
less free to develop the Everard & Co. business as he
thought best. Thus enabling H. V. to devote the
whole of his time to the aeroplane business. When
my brother left A. V. Roe & Company, Ltd., in 1917,
he offered his remaining interest in Everard's to John
Lord, who then became its sole proprietor.

I would like to say a few words here about John Lord
who became a director of A. V. Roe & Company, Ltd.,
soon after H. V. retired. He was a typical Lancashire
man with an unfailing good humour and an equally
unfailing stock of funny stories. Some of these were
unpublishable, but most had that sound north-country
philosophy of life about them, and John's native
Lancashire accent was perfect when telling some of these
stories. Everyone loved John, and I do not think he
had an enemy in the world. Yet in spite of this he was